HISTORY 310											Irwin
Fall 2019

Historical Landmark Research Project

Historical relevance is in the eye of the beholder and the preservation of historical sites is a process rife with bias. Why are some sites celebrated while others languish?

Criteria for Designation:
1:  Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or the United States. 

2: Associated with the lives of persons important to local, California or national history.

3: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of construction or represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values.

4: Has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of the local area, California or the nation. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21238] 


You will complete the steps of selecting and researching a historic site so that you can advocate for its addition to the California Register:
1. Proposal of a site and its historical relevance with scholarly sources
2. 3-5 page research essay, with citations, explaining the history and significance of your chosen site.

1) Proposal (15 pts)

Before you begin your research, submit a page-long proposal for your project explaining the following:

1) your proposed site
*your site cannot already be designated a landmark, check here: http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21387

2) historical relevance of the site

3) sources you have used to determine your site’s historical standing
*think about the big picture – in writing about the Golden Gate bridge you might search New Deal, SF labor history, transportation, engineering, Bay Area public arts, etc.

Sources should include the following:
1. Essays from our textbook providing context (this does not include documents)
2. 2 scholarly articles: https://www.jstor.org/
3. 2 primary sources from archives: http://www.oac.cdlib.org/

Proposals will not be accepted if they are not formatted in Chicago Manual of Style.
General: https://librarybestbets.fairfield.edu/citationguides/chicagonotes-bibliography
Primary Sources: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/chicago.html#manuscripts

2) Research Essay (45 pts)

Write a 3-5 page research essay informed by your sources.  Explain 1) the history (50%) and 2) the significance (40%) of your historical site.  The rest of your paper will be graded for grammar, spelling, and quality of sources.

An electronic copy of the essay must be submitted on Canvas as well as a printed copy in class.  The electronic copy is to check for plagiarism and the printed copy is for grading with written feedback.  You are responsible for submitting both, on time.

Research essays will not be accepted if they do not include Chicago Manual of Style footnote citations.

*PLAGIARISM*

From the CSM student handbook and college website:

“"Plagiarism" means submitting work that is someone else's as one's own. For example, copying material from a book or other source without acknowledging that the words or ideas are someone else's, and not one's own, is plagiarism. If a student copies an author's words exactly, he or she should treat the passage as a direct quotation and supply the appropriate citation. If someone else's ideas are used, even if it is paraphrased, appropriate credit should be given. Lastly, a student commits plagiarism when a term paper is purchased and/or submitted which he or she did not write.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://collegeofsanmateo.edu/collegepolicies/cheatingandplagiarism.asp] 


*changing a couple of words in the sentence is still plagiarism
BONUS
Applications (5 pts)

Research the application process for your specific site and complete all necessary paperwork.  Include copies for your portfolio as well as copies for submission to the California Register.

Calendar of deadlines:

	Assignment
	Due Date

	Proposal

	Week 7: Sept 26th    

	Research Essay

	Week 15: Nov 21st   
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